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VOLUNTEER MARINE RESCUE SERVICE — TRAINING EXERCISE 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.04 pm]: I would like to inform the 
house about the efforts of members of the Rockingham Volunteer Sea Rescue Group, the Mandurah Volunteer 
Marine Rescue Group, the State Emergency Service and the Western Australia Police Force who gave up their 
time to take part in a real-time training exercise off the coast of Rockingham on Saturday, 27 October. Our state 
is exceptionally fortunate to have more than 1 700 skilled volunteers who dedicate their time and energy to keeping 
local communities safe along our coastline. The multi-service training exercise mirrored a real-time emergency 
scenario, with crews called out to undertake a search and rescue for an overdue boat with two people on board 
who had not returned from a fishing trip. The volunteer crews were mobilised and we set out to sea to search for 
the missing vessel. It was great to see the crews in action, working alongside the WA water police and the 
RAC emergency rescue helicopter service. The rescue vessels immediately dispatched to the most probable area 
to commence the search based on the weather, time and tidal information. The crews developed a search area 
pattern and practised grid searches, victim recovery and air lifts. The SES volunteers cordoned off the car park and 
marshalled the rescue chopper. Participating in the training exercise brought home to me the difficulty of 
search-and-rescue missions at sea. As the weather conditions worsened, the crews’ ability to adapt and respond to 
the changing conditions was testament to their high level of skill. I would like to acknowledge the volunteers who 
are called to perform rescue missions in challenging circumstances, responding at a moment’s notice 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week to protect the lives of others. 

In closing, I would like to thank the volunteers for showing us how they train to save lives or recover lost loved 
ones. As the weather heats up, more and more of us will be enjoying our coastal lifestyle. I urge everyone who is 
setting out to sea to stay safe, always wear a lifejacket with an emergency position indicating radio beacon whilst 
on board their vessel and log on and log off as they go out to sea. These simple actions could save their life. 
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